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Literature Circles: Let’s talk about books
Implementing Literature Circles in a Grade 6 classroom

Kathleen Randall

Biography

Kathleen is a Grade 6 teacher at River Heights School in Caledonia. She has been teaching

for 14 years, earning her Primary and Junior Specialist along with her students in 3 schools.

Abstract

*~J

This paper describes the development of Literature Circles in a typical Grade 6 classroom,

focussing on student-led discussions of ability-level novels with improved written responses.

N.B.: The students created the name Literature Study, instead of Literature Circles, because

we were going to read several different genres of literature. I use the term interchangeably in

this paper.
Literature Circles: The Beginning:

In the beginning my professional goal was to make a growth transition from novel studies to literature circles within
my classroom. Before implementing this process in my classroom reading a wide variety of professional literature
was essential. Basing my challenge in recent educational pedagogy was important for my personal growth. I inte-
grated many ideas from many resources which are included at the end of this paper. As usual, the primary resource
was the students. Their involvement, suggestions and patience with a new process was invaluable. There were many
sub-skills that emerged and were integrated and, subsequently, evaluated by the time we were finished. As my
research met real-life, some ideas were implemented easily while others were reworked and reworked again. This
process is the focus of this paper.

From my research several goals emerged:

Goal 1: To integrate and improve the learning skills of Retelling, Relating and Reflecting within written re-
sponses. The 3R’s relate to Knowledge, Comprehension, Synthesis, Evaluation, Analysis and Application on the
Bloom’s Taxonomy of thinking skills. Ideally, the students would move beyond knowledge and comprehension
skills to the other, higher, thinking skills.

Goal 2: To understand and learn the dynamics of an effective discussion groups.

Goal 3: To build student confidence in their ability to discuss, then write personal responses to literature.
Successfully integrating lower abilities and language/speech high needs children into this new process were this
researcher/teacher’s greatest concern. There were the challenges of being able to “read” the novel so they would be

successful in discussion as a contributing member of each group, as well as improving their written responses.
Step 1: Poetry: Retelling : What do they know now?

The Cremation of Sam McGee by Ted Harrison
I began by reading the poem to the class. Question #1 was introduced: Retell this poem.
Then, without discussion, I asked the students to retell what had happened in the poem in their Literature

Study notebooks. As expected, responses were brief and/or did not focus on retelling.





