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‘Only connect...’ (E. M. Forster) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘This is the mood of qualitative research, a mood created by the realization 

that human beings are self-defining, self-creating, condemned to meaning 

and in search of possibility.’  (Greene, 1986, p.69) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘What is the good specific to human beings? Each individual has to enquire: 

what is my good as a human being?’ (MacIntyre, 1990, p.128) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘The greatest stories are those which resonate our beginnings and intuit our 

endings...and dissolve them both into one.’ (Ben Okri, 1996, p. 24) 
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Abstract. 
 

I intend my thesis to be a contribution to both educational 

research methodology and educational knowledge. In this thesis 

I have tried to show what it means to me, a teacher-researcher, to 

bring, amongst others, an aesthetic standard of judgement to 

bear on my educative relationships with Undergraduate, 

Postgraduate, Higher Degree education students and classroom 

pupils in the action enquiry: ‘How do I help my students and 

pupils to improve the quality of their learning?’ By showing 

how my own fictional narratives can be used to express 

ontological understandings in a claim to educational knowledge, 

and by using insights from Coleridge’s ‘The Ancient Mariner’ to 

illuminate my own educational values, I intend to make a 

contribution to action research methodology. By describing and 

explaining my own educational development in the creation of 

my own ‘living educational theory’, I intend to make a 

contribution to educational knowledge. 
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